XL
LAMAISM

TO the European mentality it may seem curious
that the Mongolian Government, while depriving
the lamas of the suffrage, should support religious
festivals with subsidies. But the contradiction is only
apparent. The Mongolian Government is, after all,
composed of Orientals, and Orientals love mysticism,
quite independently from any other consideration.
But mysticism and statesmanship are two different
things, and the leading Mongolian politicians could
not help, with the realistic side of their mind, realising
that the lamas have done considerable harm to the
country through the temporal power of the Bogdos.
They have remedied the situation by forcing the lamas
to confine themselves to their own legitimate sphere
and keep out of politics; but that does not prevent
them from making regular pilgrimages to the monas-
teries and crawling round them on their stomachs for
the salvation of their souls.

Lamaism as it exists to-day, with its strictly defined
hierarchy and its external pomp, was created some
centuries after Buddha by Tson-Kava, and though
based on the few simple moral teachings of the
Buddha, it cannot justly be described as Buddhism*
Lamaism is extremely flexible and its rapid spread
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